
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR FISHERIES RESEARCH 
TO THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, 
FISHERIES DIVISION –  TO BEGIN OCTOBER 1, 2006 (FY 2007) 

 
PURPOSE OF PROGRAM; ADMINISTRATION, TYPE OF RESEARCH; AND 
RESEARCH THEME AREAS 
 
The Fisheries Division’s research program manager annually develops this Request for 
Proposals (RFP) highlighting the top three priority research areas within each of the 
seven research themes.  This RFP is disseminated to the State of Michigan university and 
government research science communities via both email and posting on the research 
section’s web site http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10364_10951---,00.html 
(by the end of November). 
 
Consistent with Fisheries Division’s Strategic Plan, the division formulates and 
undertakes a research program to provide a scientific basis for its various strategic 
programs.  The division’s Research Section is administered by the research program 
manager, in coordination with leadership of the division’s other sections, basin teams, 
and management team.  Research work supports both division management programs and 
Great lakewide management programs.  Research work is accomplished by division 
research biologists, university faculty who are direct partners through our Partnership for 
Ecosystem Research and Management (PERM) agreements, and other university faculty.  
Fisheries Division will follow the outlined procedures for identification and strategic 
prioritization of statewide research needs; and for annual solicitation, submission, and 
review of study proposals. 
 
Describing our priority research areas by theme will help communicate our research 
agenda to both internal staff and external partners.  Our strong commitments to shared 
management on the Great Lakes (through the Council of Lake Committees) and 
ecosystem management within Michigan (through Department Ecoteams) require that we 
develop our science in accordance with the goals of partner state, regional, federal, and 
tribal resource management agencies. 
 
Fisheries Division’s research themes are primarily defined according to broad categories 
of aquatic ecosystems that display characteristic hydrologic, geomorphic, physical-
chemical processes, and biological characteristics.  The intent is to emphasize the 
understanding and management of ecosystems, and their fundamental processes that 
support the aquatic life and human uses we value.  Other themes cover specialized areas 
of fisheries research not well-represented by the ecosystem approach.  Three research 
meetings have been held in an ongoing series designed to develop an assessment for each 
theme under the direction of a theme captain.  The latest meeting, held in September of 
2005, provided an opportunity for most Michigan fishery research scientists to participate 
in development of one of the seven theme assessment documents.  The full text for these 
assessments can be found at the web addresses shown below.  These research groups 
were asked to identify three priority research areas within each theme.  Our themes, 
theme captains, and the resulting priority areas (italicized) are: 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10364_10951---,00.html


 
•  Inland lakes and depressional wetlands: Kevin Wehrly 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Inland_Lakes__Depressional_wetlands_146
800_7.pdf. 

 
� Effects of invasive species on inland lake ecosystems. 
� Classification system for inland lakes. 
� Depressional wetland inventory and classification. 
 
•  Rivers, streams, and floodplain wetlands: Troy Zorn 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Rivers_Streams__Floodplain_wetlands_146
793_7.pdf. 

 
� stream channel management involving diagnosis tools, management techniques, 

and evaluation of existing protection and management schemes. 
� The interface and interrelationships between lotic and lentic systems. 
� Development of statewide decision support tools. 

 
•  Great Lakes nearshore zones, including coastal wetlands: Dave Fielder 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Great_Lakes_Nearshore_Zones__coastal_w
etlands_146797_7.pdf. 

 
� Habitat Relationships and linkages to ecosystems. 
� Understudied species. 
� Human Impacts / Extraction. 

 
•  Great Lakes deepwater zones: Shawn Sitar 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Great_Lakes_Deepwater_Zones_146795_7.
pdf. 

 
� Population dynamics of deepwater fish species in the context of essential habitat, 

community and ecosystem processes. 
� Improved field assessment of exploited deepwater species. 
� Better data syntheses and model predictions for achieving management goals. 

 
•  Great Lakes pelagic zones: Dave Clapp and Randy Claramunt 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Great_Lakes_Pelagic_Zones_146798_7.pdf. 
 
� A Better Definition of the Pelagic Zone. 
� Pelagic Fish Population Dynamics 
� Predator / Prey Changes and Responses. 
 
•  Fish culture and fish health: Jim Johnson 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Fish_Culture__Fish_Health_146801_7.pdf. 
 
� Improved definitions of “Quality” hatchery products. 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Inland_Lakes__Depressional_wetlands_146800_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Rivers_Streams__Floodplain_wetlands_146793_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Great_Lakes_Nearshore_Zones__coastal_wetlands_146797_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Great_Lakes_Deepwater_Zones_146795_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Great_Lakes_Pelagic_Zones_146798_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Fish_Culture__Fish_Health_146801_7.pdf


� Effects of hatchery practices on fish health. 
� Improve cost effectiveness of fish culture 
 
•  Human dimensions of aquatic systems and their fisheries: Sarah Thayer 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Human_Dimensions_of_Aquatics__Fisherie
s_Management_146799_7.pdf. 

 
� Effectiveness of outreach programs for fostering aquatic resource stewardship. 
� Methods for incorporating opinions/values of a diverse constituency into 

Fisheries decision processes. 
� Improve knowledge of the human component (who, what, where and why) of 

aquatic ecosystems. 
 
FUNDING 
 
This RFP is for research work to be funded by Fisheries Division, using a mix of Federal 
Aid to Sportfish Restoration and Michigan State Game and Fish Fund dollars.  In recent 
years the Fisheries Division has funded 1 to 4 new projects annually with costs ranging 
from $30,000 to $60,000 per year.  In a typical year, several studies end and several new 
ones, of 2-5 year duration, are begun.  The number and total dollar amount of studies 
funded varies from year to year, depending on division budgets and overall priority of 
proposed research.  Studies successfully funded under this RFP will begin October 1, 
2006 (FY 2007). 
 
 
PROPOSAL SUBMISSION PROCESS ,SCHEDULE, AND RANKING CRITERIA 
 
The Fisheries Division Management Team, with guidance from the research program 
manager, will annually review all research study proposals to select those that will 
receive division support (as funding and/or time).  The research theme framework will 
assist the management team in deciding: whether proposed studies truly represent a 
needed scientific advance in a particular theme area; to what degree they are supported 
within the division and by other partners; and how to prioritize funding across themes. 
 
Study proposals must be developed using the Fisheries Division template (available at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/NewProposalTemplate_146928_7.pdf ).  To review 
an example proposal see 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Example_Proposal_146933_7.pdf .  New proposals 
will include: 

� Documentation of the strategic value of the research to the division’s management 
programs.  Strategic arguments might come from the division’s Strategic Plan, 
annual Research Theme Assessments, annual division Areas of Emphasis, the 
Department’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plans, the Great Lakes 
Council of Lake Committees (CLC) Research Priorities, CLC Environmental 
Goals, CLC Lake Area Management Plans, or similar documents. 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Human_Dimensions_of_Aquatics__Fisheries_Management_146799_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/NewProposalTemplate_146928_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Example_Proposal_146933_7.pdf


� A completed budget sheet (see attached spreadsheet, pdf format or MS Excel 
format) for each year of the study. 

� Written endorsement of either a basin team or a division management team 
member.  This step ensures that the researcher has obtained management “buy 
in”. 

� A written science content review by an outside expert in the area of study.  This 
step ensures that the researcher has obtained an objective, expert review of their 
proposal. 

 
Research Study Proposals must be submitted to the research program manager, using the 
division template format, via email by second week February, 2006. 
 
The Fisheries Research Section leadership reviews all study proposals submitted 
according to the criteria specified above by early March.  The research program manager 
submits all complete proposals along with recommendations to the management team for 
final selection. 
 
The management team reviews the proposal package prior to the March management 
team meeting.  At the March meeting the management team will discuss the merits of 
study proposals in light of division priorities and quality of proposals, and make final 
selections with regards to allocation of funding for external (university) studies and also 
to allotment of division personnel time where appropriate. 
 
 
PREVIOUSLY FUNDED RESEARCH 
 
Many examples of completion reports for previously funded research can be found at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10364_10951_19056---,00.html. 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/annual-budget-template_148662_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Annual_Budget_Template_1_148663_7.xls
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Annual_Budget_Template_1_148663_7.xls
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2c1607%2c7-153-10364_10951_19056---%2c00.html

